STANDARDS COMMITEE

OF THE

MERSEYSIDE FIRE AND RESCUE AUTHORITY

10TH MAY, 2006

AGENDA

1. Preliminary Matters
To consider the identification of:-

(A)
any declarations of interest by individual Members in relation to any item of business on the agenda;

(B)
any additional items of business which the Chair has determined should be considered as matters of urgency; and

(C)
items of business which may require the exclusion of the press and public during consideration thereof because of the possibility of the disclosure of exempt information.

2. Minutes of Previous Meeting
The attached proceedings of the previous meeting of the Committee held on 

31st January 2006, are submitted for approval as a correct record.

3. Response to ODPM Discussion Paper – “Standards of Conduct in English Local Government:  The Future”


(CFO/50/06)

To consider the attached Report CFO/50/06 of the Executive Director of Law concerning a proposed response to the consultation by the Government on the future of the conduct regime for local government in England in respect of Members and Officers.

4. Procedures – Complaints Referred by Ethical Standards Officer of the 

Standards Board for investigation by the Monitoring Officer

(CFO/51/06)

To consider the attached Report CFO/51/06 of the Executive Director of Law concerning a procedure for dealing with complaints referred by the Ethical Standards Officer of the Standards Board for investigation by the Monitoring Officer.

5. Changes to Access to Information Legislation – Standards Committees
(CFO/57/06)

To consider the attached Report CFO/57/06 of the Executive Director of Law concerning changes to legislation affecting proceedings of the Standards Committee.

6. Code of Conduct for Staff
(CFO/73/06)

To consider the attached Report CFO/73/06 of the Chief Fire Officer concerning a proposed review of the Code of Conduct for staff of the Authority.

7. Allegations of Breaches of the Code of Conduct for Members
(CFO/77/06)

To consider the attached Report CFO/77/06 of the Executive Director of Law concerning recent decisions of case tribunals in respect of allegations of breaches of the Code of Conduct for Members.

8. Training and Development 
DVD – “Going Local – Investigations and Hearings”
        To - 


(A)
view a DVD of the Standards Board for England entitled “Going Local – Investigations and Hearings” and to consider any issues arising from the content of the DVD; and

(N.B. The DVD running time is 33 minutes)


(B)
consider any other training and development issues for Members of the Committee.

	


