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SUMMARY OF ALLEGATION

Mr. F. Kirkham, Head of Operations, Audit Commission has alleged that Councillor
Colbert made offensive, sexist and inappropriate remarks of a personal nature to
Mrs. J. Tench when she attended the meeting of the Authority on 19" September,
2006 with press and public present.

NO SANCTION

The Committee considered all relevant issues including the representations of Clir
Colbert, and in particular that he had apologised verbally at the meeting, and
subsequently in writing. The Committee also considered the pressures that Clir
Colbert was under at the time, as set out in his letter of apology, that Clir Colbert
never had any intention of causing any offence or disrespect, and that this was an
isolated incident. In all of the circumstances, the Committee considered that it is not
appropriate to impose any sanction.

RECOMMENDATION TO AUTHORITY

However, the Committee recommends to the Authority that training on behaviour and
conduct in meetings be offered to all Members and relevant officers with a view to
promoting even higher standards of conduct amongst Members.



